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TOUR of the Darling Downs and South-east Queensland 

would be incomplete without a visit to Stanthorpe and the 
Granite Belt, where high health and a sporting holiday may be enjoyed at 
3,000 feet. This ever-cool highland district, so rich in fruit and scenic delights, 
is 198 miles by rail from Brisbane, almost on the New South Wales border, and is 
served by trains daily, except Sunday, from each direction. Service cars also operate 
to a regular time-table over a scenic route by way of Beaudesert and Mount 
Lindesay (153 miles). The journey across the famous Darling Downs from 
Stanthorpe, through Warwick to Toowoomba, is one of the most interesting 
and picturesque Queensland can offer. The climate on these rugged 
uplands is always stimulating, health-renewing. In summertime the 
\ temperature seldom rises above 75 degrees during the day. The 

nights are always fresh and invigorating. Minimum 
readings for the hottest months, December, 
January, and February, average 
57 degrees. As 
a summer resort, 
Stanthorpe and the 
Granite Belt 
have few equals 
I in Queensland. 




-W^lpAMPARTED among the rugged 
border ranges, Stanthorpe is 
famous for its salubrious climate 
and luscious fruits. It is the centre of 
the Granite Belt, the principal deciduous 
fruit-growing district in Queensland. 
Apples, plums, peaches, grapes, and 
other stone-fruits grow to perfection. 
The total State apple and pear yield 
comes from this district, which includes 
areas adjacent to the railway from 
Dalveen to Wallangarra. High-quality 
wool is produced in the adjacent pastoral 
districts. Tin mining is an old-established 
industry and was responsible for the origin 
of the town in 1872, when the metal was 
found in payable quantities in Quart Pot 
Creek. In the fantastically contorted 
granite country nearby, it is said that the 
bushranger Thunderbolt sought refuge 
when the troopers pressed too hotly. 
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l^jE^HIS fruitful mountain region is a favourite tourist and 
jlg^v health resort, especially during the summer months. 
HS^sl Golf, bowls, tennis, riding — all the sports are to be 
enjoyed here under most pleasant conditions. There are several 
good hotels and accommodation houses which cater for tourists 
and convalescents. 

Compared with leafy Toowoomba, Stanthorpe and the 
Granite Belt is attractive in a much less luxuriant, but not less 
subtle way. It is an austere countryside by comparison with the 
voluptuous reds and greens of the Garden City of Queensland. 
Still more strongly is it contrasted with the tropical and 
sub-tropical exuberance of the littoral; a palm at Stanthorpe 
is unthinkable. 

This granite soil, so rich for fruits, will not grow grasses, 
and for that reason the Granite Belt has a decep- 
tive appearance of austerity. But the granite 
country can grow trees, magnificent trees, and 
some of Queensland's finest gums have been 
sought here by artists and translated to 
canvas. And the sight of these 
mountain orchards in blossom, deep 
buried in frothing masses of rose 
and white and green and scat- 
tering their fragrance on the 
exhilarating air, will never be 
forgotten. 

Stanthorpe in high-hlossom time — 
1~is the sweetest sight of the year ! 
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